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\y, 'ear ' ‘er 'attered "nsign Down'—Cld Ironsides avedby ‘oem

By Wallace S. Wharton

Ay, tour bar tatbored ensign duwn!
Lang hes it waved o

Ad ey wm exe has domeed 1o bt
Thet bamnar in the

e et ol
heming and the galc

ATOUSED by a small frgment of the

nnual Teport of
pavy at the end of 1829, Oliver Wendel
Molmes penned (ne

Old Tronsides, beloved veteran of the navy.
from destruction,

« this poem, & classic in naval cir-
€les that eansed the American people fo
realize that ronsides was doomed un-
Iess vigorous action was taken. The storm
of protest that swepi over the nation
] demonstrated clearly the high regard with

Thich Lhe vetersn of 1012 was regarded.
It foreed. the navy department to

Today can pay tibute (o her—and ¥

she stands for.

AT THE end of the War of 1012 O
Tromsides returned to Bosion and was

12l up for iz yeae ad_won her

Dlace In the hearts of all Americans and

2 Tully. emtitied. 1o her rest

were numbered, due to perfection of
scamstipe that rendored vessls of wae

e from the whims of the gods of the

air, the Constitution was set 10 perform
Seiinpuined service Tor The nation —
werviee that in lsell has never been
caualed by any other ship. (houzh \he
briancy of ber ¢ 2
has to n certs

5 period of her e
Experiments with sieam vessels were

4 made in 176 by James Ramsey in (he
Potomae river and by Johm Pien In ihe
Driaware river. Although the ships oper-

iy ibe des 4id m

TR
et zzhpml

capture the po nd 1dr
e samptd 1o mixe eum drive ships
alted

Tn 1807 Robert Pulton gave & demon
siriion wilh his steamer ahe Clermont
+. Fulton, an Ameri-
e bt sbmited i plans o Nepaltec
only to have them rejected, In Paris he .
met Robert B Livingsione Ameriean.
min o encouraged hiti to_return
o his mative lnd o Clrmant, chunked
s way up the Hu ver, breasting
e "usrents of that siream. and spelled
tihe doom of all sall ships as prime movers
of freight and passengers acrass the wat-
ers of the world. The demonstration also
marked the beginning of ihe end of the

y u

ieted ‘unti shortly before the Spanish-  but little time to devote to this duty. Tha, the tlements, sawed the head from the
American war. they rrmain exposed & tigurehead.
However, while steam forced sail from  cles of the sens Conslernation reigned the ext. marn-
- the ten i bas never mowd O Iron-  and lo ul other caser, which vor ihe log when the vandalism was_ discovered.
sides from the he she holds  decomposilion of materials of whieh they ~Courts of Inquiry were called, guards
in the hearls of the "Ameritan, people, have been built. This sudden destruetion  given severe punithment, and in general
. of  fabric, upon the construction of a real tempest tore around in the teapol
()LD IRONSIDES was recommisioned  Which fo much kil has been escreled, | The storm subvded_ sventually und 4
In 82w sent 1o he Mediierunean % miich money expended. and upan the new figurchead was made — another of
‘American squadron  preservation of which so mich of the Jickson, now In the naval academy mu-
“ .,,,, the flag of Commodare commercial and pational security depends, seum at Annapolls.
d tonducted hersell with  cannot but demand thai immediate and  Dewey's parl in the affair was not 1e-
dutincton the hire period of her service: S A e e T until years later when the fury
conditions prevatled in_the s impolicy of cUlting down af the occasion had been diseipaied. and
i ey n- et imber of the couniry, and con~  the excApade Tegurded more of & Joe.
despite the thrashing the young United 1t into ships, which are to be sub-
e byl i i et inis process ot o Sesraction W/ITH her new figurebead Old lron-
sides salled on ACtive duty once azain

comst fore the War  vould seem to be too glaring
e ol oca noised, and ieo'Fuin Mm., Ieft: The woaden ﬁgmh..d of Andrew Jackson, ovar which a bitter political controversy waged when it was placed
1 ry in 1... wrw:‘:mﬁe been discontinue “Old Ironsides.” Right d \mnud. * entering Malta Tm it rare picture, the only one showing the Jacksen
n be- Faurebasd on the mp. it ow the Naw York Yacht club. Below: Rescun of the higloric friga
tween rees of southeastern Europe Accompanying the report of the secre- >
e T o rmets m  laTy WAL & Toport of (he navy sommis.  fisgsip of the L S eenaes erate forcer ot Anmapal um 1"" steamer Maryland is shown by Paub Yeller, JoBmal steff artst, taking "Old
3 i sioners, bended by Commadore Rodgers, in naing the Amerlean clipper' ships in Ironsides” to safety.
which said of O tronsides: their tea rases and preventing p
“The frame, generally, i& belleved to  raids an them. N veasels of the MUMI' o prevent American naval vessels fro ediately seized and place ton roads, Ih- tirst en '
e o losrd ta wall thelr empla. ship e sound; buf she requires new ouiside ron operaied mostly in the South Pacific Golhe. much more than merely. watching e i aneido PRt e, I Baae (.8
O e e i dirates sold the menehan.  Plank, from wales inclusive fo the rall  In 1M1 she became fagship of Shipk off ihe African roact, Orders isued
¥ celing o the bod, new berth wnd e squsdron, wnd by m

The American
convoy American ships through pirate in-
fesd uniers. The prizai al base w4a ok
Smyrna, near the hea the
pirate chieftaina. and hrauzh the etforts
he squadron loss to American ships
¥ reduced, though. not elimi
rely.

e umm - af Navarino, when he eom-

bined_squiadrons of sh. Prench

and Fh.-;vm- tented m; Turks, was
1827 brought some

roraae frot pieatical Sepredations bk
only for a short time. Captain Daniel T.
Patterson, In command of the Constitu
tion, wrote {rom. Smyrna. in 1£28 that the
#eat of operations of the pirates had been
rom whence commis-
slons were lssued Yessels for conduct of
piracy, snd Tules sec up providing for
Eoctifid divinan of ook berwren the pi-
Tate crew and the headquarters stal
While in the Mediterrancan, Old Iro
sides wns commanded by Captain Jacob
Jones, Caplain Thoma s Maconkush
Car W. M. Crane and Captain

Patterson,
AFTES mres yoars in b Mectiaerns

squadron the ship was ordered
back tn the nited States rnd placed out
of commission at New York. She was

 to B
As usual i tgns, the United
States government underiock s program

economy. principally directed against
armed forces. Surveys were made of
of the navy. Several, among
nsides, were found to be in

mediate repair

Tore I asosmplsbed mm\ .1n|n ction.

d T 1, 1820,

i el Pogeiaey of e pary, s

“These ships are represented to be in
& siate of premature

beers dispose:
sidered, this
prise, b
wret. It has been the practice, when ships
of war were o be iald wp in ordinary.
et under the general supel
ot

orlop decks, beams and knees, spar deck
pmnk alleries, head, caulking and cop-

Tn hort Old Tronsides was in advanced
decay. She was then 32 years oid, well
beyond the one score years alloied {0 the

pital ships by naval ex-
perts drafting the Washington Naval
Treaty of 1922, which limited both the size
of our total navy as well ss the lonnage
of each unit thereof.

T WAS the keen mind of Holmer that

saw the full implication of 1
part, 1t was followed by arders mmm -
ing Old Ironsides to be broken

m ol protest following. public
is poem was t that
was revoked

tion was even started. Fur

ander™

good
Tweniy-four Hines of poetry had saved

T seconstruction took plce in the
nistration of Andrew Jackson, victor

New Orieana. 1t waa, decsied IPML
Frarciul trivute o the doughiy 0 gen
eral would be paid by replacing the or

inal figurelead of OId Tronsides—s igure
of Hercules armed with u club—wi

th %

a nuhm-nl footbal
the oid vessel. The controversy
over the replacement of ihe nmnma

sonsruction of the ship, ilsell oecatior
with the explosive ingre-

storm & Whi
crept into

x night of

July 2, 1834, and under cover of a thunder
sloTm, 0 Apropriate accomganiment By

s between the United
2 nd over sovereignty of
e ‘Pacifle Nortnmest was at s peak
Tie cry of the day was “54-40 or fight
e s Jsrent. way seilled aieably snd
Oregon Country became part of 1
ed States. Old Iromsides” played her
for Oregon mgain, by being onc of
paval squadron station in Pacific
n case of eventualities” It is not
Enown whether she erulsed off ihe Oregon
coast In this period, but she played her
part In the general campaign.

placed out of commission and was no
able 10 take an active part in the War
with Mexico,

again went
in returned 1o the

ha
+ pope has ever. S s Aetions wime
tory
From 1851 1o 1852 the smp as s wp
for repark. bat in

prevent the slave trade o the
Foust and In ibe Mediterranean. Her
30wy umeveniiul, prineipally e 4

[t
and the United States agreed to an active
lo sop the Mave trallc

of either mation would be permiited
30 merchant 0/pe 0f SNeF Ration 10
search for slave tralfic evidence was re-
oced by the Uniced Suies. Bearding
And impresement of American salat

ko he minds ol Ameden
pri a-
Som, though. w3 thal Aiericans engaged

. the siave traffic were powerful eougp
politically to prevent such a clause bei

inseried In the trea
‘These mea were also powerful enough

¥ ADDITION to her omn gallant fea

navy grew from a small and i geiticant

itor beat the C. 5. 5. Virginia st Hamp-

ton of the submarine ax u component

part of the paey and evelopment of ihe

be of war made of wee

hoott: ber than &

B i o wha setioned 05 by oot
masthear

In 1906 it wes suesesied O Iromaides

be odern whips of

war Tha as rejacted. Sne was

again saved for postrtty

FJAVING piaved her part in maintaio-
m o Findependance and treedom of
the United States in the War of 1812, the

was destined th wate
h of ihe nation to the prese:
d symbol of American

Connecting as she doss the adminis-

hington with that of
t, she has witnessed
the expansion of the Atiantic sea-board
tes westward across the plains to the
Pacific. In the course of her existence the
as purchased from
Prance, Florida w.u ired from Spain, the

the

with an empire
g c ocean to the
Orient. She has seen the economic ac-
iivitien dévelop from tnote of o purely
ural chaiacter 1o & balk
tem of agrieulture and &
T short. Oid Tronsides ] ' lving thoend
connacting the beginning

her
the struggle to make e

reea
what it

Bne s 4 Hving fomiration o fuee
futu
conquered e pust

e
has

and coneluding nesmliment
of 14 Tronmides nistory. dealing with the
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